Report
Virtual X/Tweeter space about torture and prisons in Afghanistan

Organizer: Human Rights Defender Plus

On Saturday, September 29, HRD+ hosted an event on X/Tweeter Space about the situation of
detainees in the Taliban prison in Afghanistan, attended by civil activists and informed individuals.
Some of the program’s guests, who have themselves experienced imprisonment and torture, spoke
about the conditions in Taliban prisons.

In the first part of the session, dedicated to describing the situation and the experiences of the guests,
Parwana Ebrahim Khil, a women'’s rights activist who has spent some time in Taliban captivity, stressed
that detainees are deprived of basic rights, including the right to a defense lawyer. She added that the
Taliban torture prisoners by pulling out nails, giving them electric shocks, and beating them with cables,
among other methods. In the women’s section, women are even beaten and have their private parts
abused. According to Ms. Ebrahimkhil, the Taliban do not allow prisoners to meet their families. She
herself was only allowed contact with her family in order to find a guarantor for her release from prison.

Ms. Ebrahimkhil expressed concern about the continuation of this situation, stating, "l am not the first
to be detained, and | will not be the last. Today, Neda Parwani, Julia Parsi and our other sisters and
brothers are in prisons and being tortured, but there is no response from countries that support human
rights and democracy.

Ataullah Wisa, the Executive Director of the Pen Organization, also expressed concern about the
situation of prisoners in Afghanistan. He, whose brother Matiullah Wisa is among those detained by
the Taliban, said the detention of opposition figures violates human rights and moral principles. Mr.
Wisa, who has not received any news about his brother’s fate since his brother was detained, pointed
out that the detainees are being held without any legal basis. Referring to the Taliban torture methods
mentioned in the report UN, he said that those who interrogate the detainees do not even know why
they were arrested and who issued the arrest warrant. According to him, in many cases where civil
society activists and human rights defenders are detained by the Taliban, families are not informed and
some families are silenced due to threats from the Taliban. Mr. Wisa added that the information about
the detainees and the reasons for their arrest in the media are forced confessions obtained through
torture and coercion.

Aziza Khariandish, the executive director of women’s social equality organization and an advocate for
women’s rights, was another guest in this X/Tweeter room and is currently advocating for some
individuals detained by the Taliban. Ms. Khariandish referred to the beginning of the arrests and torture
of defenders, which coincided with the Taliban coming to power, and mentioned that many people are
in prison and no one knows about them while their families suffer economically. When someone is
arrested by the Taliban, they do not know what they are being charged with and are tortured in the
worst and most inhumane ways, Ms. Khairandish said. This torture includes deprivation of rights and
placing detainees in small rooms with a large number of detainees, Ms. Khariandish said.

Ms. Khariandish said, 'From what | have heard, when people approach the judiciary and legal
institutions, they deny When the Taliban force confessions from prisoners, they send them to Pul
Charkhi prison, where they are held in poor hygienic and physical conditions.” Ms. Khariandish stressed
that prisoners are deprived of their basic rights: “The most important thing is the right to a defense



lawyer, which does not exist." In most cases, prisoners do not even know what their crime is, and they
are not even told how long they will have to stay in prison.”

Meanwhile, Mohammad Abolahrar Ramazpour, a human rights researcher at Lund University in
Sweden and former UNAMA staff member, was another guest at this X/Space. He explained that
Afghanistan’s history involves torture and the imprisonment of innocent people. The use of torture as
a means to extract confessions from prisoners existed during the Republic period and is now a legacy
of the Taliban. Mr. Ramazpour added, “After communist rule, the Taliban’s treatment of prisoners may

”n

be the second case of such treatment of prisoners in Afghanistan”.

Mr. Ramazpour referred to the unusual nature of torture in Taliban prisons and said, “We see torture
being used to coerce confessions, and a confession coerced by force is not acceptable under Sharia law
and will not be acceptable in court.” The lack of a legal and procedural process in Afghanistan has made
it impossible for an accused person to defend himself.

In the last part of the X/space, dedicated to the proposed solutions to improve the situation, several
recommendations were raised, summarized as follows;

e Create comprehensive documentation of the current situation.

e Coordinate and create a unified voice among the population to oppose the situation.

e Pressure the international community to pressure and impose sanctions on the Taliban.
e disseminate and expand UNAMA reports and other reports.
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